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A B S T R A C T  
With in creas ing pop u la tion and ris ing de mands for im proved built en vi ron ment, there is an ex pected in crease 
in green house gas emis sion from the con struc tion in dus try. Car bon diox ide emis sion lev els are fast ap proach - 
ing a tip ping point which could lead to ir re versible cli mate change. The earth's ca pa bil ity to neu tralise the CO 2 
emis sions through the nat ural car bon cy cle has been over stretched. There fore it is im per a tive to adopt tech - 
nolo gies that are able to cap ture and se quester CO 2 in or der to can cel out their re lease from in dus trial ac tiv i - 
ties such as the con struc tion and build ing in dus try. This is im por tant so that ce ment - based ma te r ial pro duc - 
tions' car bon foot print can be re duced dras ti cally for a pos i tive change to take place in the cli mate. Biochar 
holds great promise as an ef fec tive CO 2 sorp tive ma te r ial in ce ment - based ap pli ca tions rel a tively sim i lar to its 
con ven tional use for soil amend ment. Ac tu ally, frag mented re searches on biochar as an ad mix ture in ce men ti - 
tious ma te ri als have been con ducted. Based on this logic, this re view placed enor mous em pha sis on col lat ing 
in for ma tion from re cent stud ies on biochars from agro - sources used as an ad mix ture in ce ment - based ap pli ca - 
tions. Sim i larly, the re view gave up - to - date knowl edge about the sources of the bio mass and the pro duc tion 
processes. Con clu sively, the pos i tive ef fects of biochar for car bon se ques tra tion on some prop er ties of the var i - 
ous ce men ti tious ap pli ca tions were high lighted. 
1 . Introduction 
Green house gases com posed of car bon diox ide (CO 2 ) among other 
dele te ri ous gases are gen er ated in large quan ti ties by dif fer ent hu man - 
induced processes [ 1 ]. These an thro pogenic processes range from the 
use of fos sil fu els for en ergy gen er a tion to sev eral pro duc tion 
processes such as the pro duc tion of Port land ce ment. One key ma te r - 
ial that is utilised for con struc tion pur poses is Port land ce ment which 
stud ies have shown to con tribute around 8% to world wide CO 2 emis - 
sions [ 2 , 3 ]. Ce ment - based ap pli ca tions have evolved over the years 
into dif fer ent build ing ma te ri als in clud ing but not lim ited to paste, 
mor tar and con crete that are cur rently be ing utilised be cause they are 
durable, eco nom i cal and pos sess high strength prop er ties [ 4 – 6 ]. With 
mil lions of tonnes of ce men ti tious ma te ri als be ing pro duced and used 
an nu ally world wide, it has be come im per a tive to con sider new al ter - 
na tives that are green and have a low car bon sig na ture [ 7 – 10 ]. Stud - 
ies have pro posed the use of sup ple men tary ce men ti tious ma te ri als 
(SCMs) [ 11 – 16 ], re cy cling of con struc tion and de mo li tion wastes 
[ 17 , 18 ] and in dus trial wastes [ 19 , 20 ] as ma jor ways of mit i gat ing the 
neg a tive ef fects of the car bon foot print of these ce men ti tious ma te ri - 
als on the en vi ron ment. These re cy cled and waste ma te ri als can be 
used as par tial to to tal re place ment of the binder and/ or ag gre gate 
com po nents in ce men ti tious com pos ites. The use of SCMs as par tial 
re place ment of Port land ce ment will re sult in a sig nif i cant re duc tion 
in the em bod ied car bon and en ergy of ce men ti tious com pos ites while 
cre at ing an ef fec tive waste man age ment av enue [ 168 , 169 ]. The use of 
re cy cled ma te ri als from var i ous in dus tries will also re sult in re duc tion 
of the neg a tive im pact of ce men ti tious com pos ites as these re cy cled 
ma te ri als can be in cor po rated as ag gre gates. For ex am ple, Akinyemi 
et al. [ 170 ] were able to in cor po rate rice husk as a sus tain able al ter - 
na tive ag gre gate in ce men ti tious com pos ites. In gen eral, a low car bon 
ce men ti tious com pos ite can be ob tained by in cor po rat ing ma te ri als 
with low em bod ied car bon ma te ri als such as waste and re cy cled ma te - 
ri als. Most of the afore men tioned al ter na tive ma te ri als have proven 
track records of out stand ing per for mances as Port land ce ment re - 
place ment when used for con struc tion pur poses. Re cent stud ies and 
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dis cov er ies have shown that an other im por tant un con ven tional ma te r - 
ial to fill this gap is the adop tion of biochar as a nat ural ad mix ture. It 
could be used in ce men ti tious ap pli ca tions most im por tantly be cause 
of its ca pa bil ity to se quester at mos pheric CO 2 be ing an eco - friendly 
ad sor bent ma te r ial [ 21 – 26 ]. The use of biochar has been found to re - 
sult in ap prox i mately 900 kg CO 2 re duc tion in the net green house gas 
emis sions due to the stor age and car bon cap ture of the bio mass used 
in pro duc ing the biochar [ 171 ]. Also, the use of biochar as low as 1% 
re place ment of the fine ag gre gate in ce men ti tious com pos ites has 
been found to im prove the com pres sive strength by ap prox i mately 
10% [ 172 ]. Sim i larly, biochar has been found to be a sus tain able and 
ef fec tive ad mix ture to im prove the im mo bi liza tion of nox ious con t a m - 
i nants in sed i ment prod ucts [ 173 , 174 ]. Hence, biochar is a sus tain - 
able ma te r ial that can be in cor po rated into ce men ti tious com pos ites 
to im prove per for mance. 
2 . Definition of biochar and distinction from other variants 
Biochar can be ex plained to be the prod uct of an or ganic sub stance 
that had un der gone com bus tion un der very min i mal oxy gen lev els re - 
sult ing in a car bon - rich ma te r ial [ 27 – 29 ]. It is used mostly for soil re - 
me di a tion and amend ment to im prove the health of the soil and re - 
duce the green house gas emis sion ef fect on it [ 30 – 32 ]. Biochar, ac ti - 
vated car bon and char coal are fun da men tally like fra ter nal twins 
which pos sess lots of sim i lar i ties but are dif fer ent from each other. A 
com mon trait among them is that they are all prod ucts of bio mass 
ther mo chem i cal processes [ 33 , 34 ] while the ba sic dif fer ence among 
them is their end - use or the in tended ap pli ca tions. Biochar is pro - 
duced in the same way as char coal; how ever, the end - use is ei ther for 
the soil amend ment or as an ab sorbent ma te r ial [ 35 ]. As such, the 
pro duc tion process is ad justed to dif fer ent sets of prop er ties and 
tagged as biochar, but if the goal is to utilise it for fuel, it is called 
char coal [ 36 ]. Nonethe less, biochar can be pro duced from var i ous 
processes such as py rol y sis, car boniza tion, mi crowave - assisted car bon - 
a tion, steam gasi fi ca tion, etc. Ac ti vated car bon is usu ally utilised as a 
sor bent to get rid of con t a m i nants from liq uids and gases. This was 
fur ther ex plained by Marsh and Reinoso [ 37 ] that it could be called a 
sorp tion con t a m i nant ma te r ial with out fur ther de mands per tain ing to 
the pro duc tion sus tain abil ity and the qual ity of the car bon af ter its 
uti liza tion. 
3 . Agricultural sources for biochar production 
Stud ies on agri cul tural feed stocks as sources for the pro duc tion of 
biochar are in - exhaustible. How ever, some of these stud ies are out - 
lined in Table 1 . 
4 . Basic production processes of biochar from agro - sources 
Biochar is pro duced by con vert ing the bio mass into char us ing sev - 
eral meth ods that in clude fast py rol y sis, slow py rol y sis and gasi fi ca - 
tion. 
4. 1 . Fast pyrolysis 
It is a process in volv ing the ap pli ca tion of heat flux to feed stock 
par ti cles in the ab sence of oxy gen, re sult ing in ex treme heat ing con di - 
tions. It could also be de fined as the dis in te gra tion of com plex mol e - 
cules that are large into small mol e cules us ing high tem per a tures 
with out oxy gen [ 69 , 70 ]. The range is usu ally be tween 400 and 800 °C 
with short res i dence time (less than 2 min) in the ab sence of oxy gen 
re sult ing in de grad ing of the feed stock into gases, vapours and 
biochars [ 71 ]. The heat ing rate of 10 °C/ s is used in fast py rol y sis in 
com par i son with slow py rol y sis. It is a so phis ti cated sys tem in which 
the process is con trolled care fully to give many yields [ 72 , 73 ]. Short 
Table 1 
Some se lected sources for bio mass pro duc tion. 
S/N Agro - biomass Production process References 
1 Sawdust 
waste 
Pyrolysis [ 38 , 39 ] 
2. Bamboo Pyrolysis [ 40 , 41 ] 
3 Rice husk Pyrolysis [ 42 – 44 ] 
4 Groundnut 
shell waste 
carbonization, pyrolysis [ 45 , 46 ] 
5. Peanut shell Pyrolysis [ 47 , 48 ] 
6 Tomato plant 
waste 
Pyrolysis [ 49 ] 
7 Castor plant Pyrolysis [ 50 ] 
8 Bagasse/sugar 
cane 
pyrolysis, slow pyrolysis, microwave - assisted 
carbonation, vacuum pyrolysis 
[ 51 – 54 ] 
9 Food waste pyrolysis, gasification [ 55 , 56 ] 
10. Cow dung fast pyrolysis, pyrolysis [ 57 , 58 ] 
11. Poultry 
manure 
slow pyrolysis, fast pyrolysis [ 59 , 60 ] 
12 Corn cob Pyrolysis [ 61 , 62 ] 
13 Sludge slow pyrolysis, microwave pyrolysis [ 63 , 64 ] 
14 Grass pyrolysis, steam gasification [ 65 , 66 ] 
15 Straw slow pyrolysis, carbonization at low 
temperature 
[ 67 , 68 ] 
res i dence time leads to in com plete lignin de poly meri sa tion be cause of 
hap haz ard in ter - reactions of macro mol e cule of the lignin and the 
bond cleav age, how ever, pro longed res i dence time can lead to sec - 
ondary cracks within the pri mary yield prop er ties [ 74 ]. 
4. 2 . Slow pyrolysis 
This is the tra di tional method of pro duc ing char coal which has 
been in ex is tence for thou sands of years [ 75 ]. In slow py rol y sis, the 
feed stock is most times heated up to 500 °C in the ab sence of oxy gen 
at a heat ing rate of 10 °C/ min [ 76 ]. Slow py rol y sis does not re quire 
fine bio mass par ti cle size which is lesser than 1 mm, un like the fast 
py rol y sis. The end - products are de pen dent ma jorly on to tal time for 
re ac tion, rate of heat ing, fi nal tem per a ture and par ti cle size of bio - 
mass [ 77 ]. The main prod ucts of slow py rol y sis are char and tar. By 
the end of the pri mary re ac tions, re - polymerization re ac tions usu ally 
take place. 
4. 3 . Gasification 
This method in volves the con ver sion of car bona ceous sub stances 
into a gas fuel at a very high tem per a ture with out oxy gen. The gas 
fuel com prises hy dro gen, car bon diox ide, car bon monox ide and 
methane. It re quires a medium for the re ac tion to take place such as 
steam, air, oxy gen, and/ or a mix ture of these me dia [ 78 ]. The three 
by - products of gasi fi ca tion are char, syn gas and heat [ 79 ]. The two 
main types of gasi fi ca tion are the steam and hy drother mal gasi fi ca - 
tion. The re ac tion of steam with car bona ceous bio mass or car bon - rich 
sub stances to pro duce syn gas is known as steam gasi fi ca tion [ 80 ]. 
Dry ing, py rol y sis, re duc tion and com bus tion re ac tions are the four 
main processes that take place dur ing steam - gasification. The lib er a - 
tion of mois ture takes place dur ing the lib er a tion phase; re moval of 
hy dro car bons, tar and volatile com pounds such as car bon monox ide 
and car bon diox ide in form of gases oc curs dur ing py rol y sis; some re - 
ac tions be tween py rol y sis and dry prod ucts take place dur ing re duc - 
tion. Char de com po si tion to form more gaseous ma te ri als fi nally takes 
place dur ing the com bus tion phase [ 81 , 82 ]. Hy dro - thermal gasi fi ca - 
tion is an other type of feed stock gasi fi ca tion us ing hot and com - 
pressed wa ter. This sys tem uti lizes sub - critical liq uid wa ter or su per - 
critical state wa ter to gasify ma jorly wet bio mass [ 83 ]. There is a very 
fast degra da tion of the poly mer struc ture of the bio mass dur ing the 
fast py rol y sis, as a re sult of this, the re ac tion rate of poly mer iza tion to 
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form coke and tar is re duced. There fore, a high gas yield at very low 
tem per a tures is pro duced [ 84 ]. 
To con clude this seg ment, the most com mon car bon a tion pro ce - 
dure for get ting a high yield of biochar is through py rol y sis, but the 
char pro duced from gasi fi ca tion most times does not ful fil the re - 
quired stan dard to be termed as biochar. 
5 . Adoption of biochar in studies involving cementitious 
materials 
The use of biochar as a ma te r ial in ce ment - based ap pli ca tions is an 
emerg ing area of study with few au thors al ready work ing on dif fer ent 
ap proaches. Dif fer ent feed stocks with var i ous pro duc tion sys tems 
were adopted in these stud ies with a sin gu lar goal of util is ing the 
biochar to im prove some prop er ties of the fi nal prod uct. Some were 
done to en hance the qual ity of the biochar - modified ce ment com pos - 
ite against en vi ron men tal or haz ardous el e ments. The adop tion of car - 
bon a tion as a method of car bon se ques tra tion in ce ment - based ma te ri - 
als has been re stricted to those with out steel re in force ment ow ing to 
the pos si bil ity of cor ro sion [ 85 , 86 ]. Such a method is best suited for 
uti liza tion in thin - shelled pre cast porous ce men ti tious ma te ri als for 
min i mal and neg li gi ble pen e tra tion of CO 2 into such sys tems [ 87 ]. 
The in clu sion of car bon - rich biochar par ti cles from an agro - based 
feed stock for car bon se ques tra tion in ce ment - based ma te ri als could 
pos si bly have a bet ter and more in clu sive ap pli ca tion in com par i son 
with car bon a tion. The main rea son for this po si tion is that, based on 
some of the re viewed stud ies, biochar has some ma jor promis ing at - 
trib utes for its adop tion as an ad mix ture in ce men ti tious ma te ri als. 
These in clude en hanced chem i cal sta bil ity, low con duc tiv ity, lim ited 
flam ma bil ity [ 88 ] as an in ter nal cur ing agent [ 89 ] and be cause of its 
car bon cap ture and stor age po ten tial. 
5. 1 . Chemical stability of biochars in cementitious materials 
Some chem i cal re ac tions that at tack ce ment - based ma te ri als are al - 
kali - silica re ac tions and re ac tions with chlo ride and car bon a tion lead 
to the de te ri o ra tion of the ce ment ma trix. How ever, it is de sired that 
there should be chem i cal sta bil ity so that no dele te ri ous prod ucts are 
pro duced from re ac tions of any type of ad mix tures with other con - 
tents of the con crete ma trix. Such chem i cal sta bil ity can pos si bly be 
achieved through the ad di tion of biochars into ce men ti tious ma te ri als 
for var i ous con struc tion ap pli ca tions. The chem i cal sta bil ity of 
biochar de pends heav ily on the sta bil ity of fixed car bon as well as the 
ex is tence and vol ume of groups of oxy gen within the chem i cal com po - 
si tion [ 90 ]. Some find ings have pro posed that bet ter chem i cal sta bil - 
ity of biochar is ac com plished when fast py rol y sis at a tem per a ture of 
800 °C is used. This is be cause at low py rol y sis with a tem per a ture of 
350 °C, low quan ti ties of car bon nu tri ents hav ing low sorp tive ca pa - 
bil i ties that are needed for se ques tra tion are pro duced [ 91 , 92 ]. But at 
higher tem per a tures, higher car bon con tents and aro matic ity of the 
feed stock are pro duced ac com pa nied by in creased sur face area 
needed for sorp tion while oxy gen and hy dro gen vol ume are re duced 
which are the re ac tive zones [ 93 , 94 ]. Such re duc tion in the re ac tive 
spots leads to bet ter chem i cal sta bil ity and the pro duced biochar is 
not likely to de velop de struc tive chem i cal re ac tions when mixed with 
ce men ti tious ma te ri als. A study by Kambo et al. [ 95 ] re vealed that the 
use of biochar re duces al kali and al ka line base con tents in soil amend - 
ment through bio mass par ti cle pul ver iza tion and ther mal pre - 
treatment. These help to en hance the flu idiza tion process dur ing com - 
bus tion and also re duce the bio mass poly mer struc ture. Stud ies and 
analy ses could be con ducted on this area by ap ply ing it to ce ment - 
based ma te ri als to pos si bly re duce the in flu ence of chem i cal re ac tions 
af fect ing the strength de vel op ment. 
5. 2 . Low thermal conductivity 
It is well un der stood that the ther mal con duc tiv ity of most ce ment - 
based ma te ri als is de ter mined by the size, shape and ori en ta tion of 
the pores [ 96 , 97 ]. For biochar, three dif fer ent classes of pores have 
been iden ti fied, these are mi cro - pores, meso pores and macro - pores 
each with var i ous sizes, shapes and ori en ta tions which af fect their 
per for mances dif fer ently [ 98 ]. The nu mer ous pores in biochar have 
di verse trends based on the tem per a ture of biochar pro duc tion. It has 
been re ported that the vol ume of the pores is usu ally on the in crease 
when the higher tem per a ture of py rol y sis is used [ 99 ]. The nor mal 
ther mal con duc tiv ity of con ven tional con crete is be tween the ranges 
of 0.62 – 3.3 W/ mK [ 100 ] which is far higher than the re ported re sults 
of some stud ies in volv ing biochar as an ad mix ture. On the ad di tion of 
a higher mix ing ra tio of biochar into a ce ment - based ma te r ial by Lee 
et al. [ 101 ], a ther mal con duc tiv ity of 0.138 – 0.155 W/ mK was ob - 
tained which is 49.68 – 67.21% lesser than the con ven tional ce ment 
bio - composite used as the con trol. In an other study by Yun et al. 
[ 102 ], a de crease in ther mal con duc tiv ity up to 0.192 W/ mK was 
achieved when 1 and 2% wts of biochar were added to the ce ment 
com pos ite. This was achiev able be cause the pores in the added 
biochar were able to dis rupt the ther mal bridge in the ce men ti tious 
ma te ri als to im prove the ther mal in su la tion in the var i ous ap pli ca - 
tions. As such, it is ex pected that a de crease in en ergy costs from heat - 
ing and cool ing of struc tures would be ac com plished. 
5. 3 . Flammability 
Most ce ment - based con struc tions are care fully de signed with fire 
safety in mind. This is be cause biochar be ing a bio mass ma te r ial is 
prone to in ferno when in cor po rated into build ings. There fore, ex tra 
care has to be taken to as cer tain that it is a non - flammable sub stance. 
Zhao et al. [ 103 ], re ported that when slow py rol y sis is con ducted on 
feed stock for biochar pro duc tion, 80% of the biochars are less flam - 
ma ble. This is be cause fewer amount of car boxylic acids and al co hol 
which are highly re ac tive volatiles were formed on the sur face. Py - 
rolyz ing at a slow level gives much re duced sur face area with ef fec - 
tive ness in lim it ing the car bon - free rad i cals that ul ti mately trans lates 
to lower flam ma bil ity which would be im parted into the ce ment ma - 
trix by the biochar. The mech a nisms re spon si ble for this feat are the 
ab sence of C – C co va lent bonds be tween the aro matic car bon mol e - 
cules and volatile com pounds which make them in ert and un re ac tive 
to wards heat [ 104 , 105 ]. It is be lieved that be sides the chem i cal sta bil - 
ity of biochar, they are ther mally sta ble ma te ri als. They are able to 
hin der fire prop a ga tion due to the ex is tence of car bona ceous bound - 
ary which would de lay the trans porta tion of oxy gen and fuel needed 
for com bus tion to take place. 
5. 4 . Internal curing agent 
The hon ey comb - like pore arrange ment of biochar is pro duced due 
to the es cape of or ganic sub stances and volatile ma te ri als dur ing py - 
rol y sis. This porous sur face makes it to be an ex cel lent can di date for 
the in ter nal cur ing of con crete be cause it can ab sorb and sus tain wa - 
ter in its pores [ 106 , 107 ]. The de gree of hy dra tion can be in creased 
when ad e quate wa ter is con tin u ously pro vided to the hy drat ing paste 
of Port land ce ment right from the mix ing phase; this sit u a tion is 
termed in ter nal cur ing. This can only be achieved by util is ing a wa ter - 
saturated ma te r ial that could hold its con tents for a con sid er ably 
longer pe riod of time. This ma te r ial could play the role of a wa ter 
reser voir for the hy drat ing ce ment paste to draw from when needed 
[ 108 , 109 ]. This is quite dif fer ent from the nor mal cur ing in which af - 
ter im mer sion of the ce men ti tious ma te ri als in a wa ter tank, only a 
few mil lime tres from the sur face is pen e trated by it. Many ob ser va - 
tions have been made from ex per i ments con ducted to show the ef fi - 
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cacy of in ter nal cur ing in im prov ing the shrink age, dura bil ity, crack - 
ing [ 110 ] and me chan i cal strength of ce ment - based com pos ites es pe - 
cially dur ing the later phases [ 111 – 114 ]. The prin ci pal role of the ad - 
di tional wa ter to be sup plied by the porous biochars is to make up for 
the va cant pore spaces of the ce ment ma trix which were de vel oped 
dur ing the chem i cal shrink age re ac tions at the on - set of hy dra tion 
[ 115 ]. 
5. 5 . Medium of carbon capture and storage 
Se ques tra tion of car bon can sim ply be un der stood to mean the 
process of stor ing cap tured car bon in a car bon sink or reser voir; in 
this case, the ce men ti tious ma te r ial would play this role. By so do ing, 
at mos pheric car bon diox ide is re moved lead ing to re duced cli mate 
change. Two dis tinct ways have been iden ti fied as the ap pro pri ate 
method of util is ing biochar for car bon se ques tra tion. Firstly, when 
used as an ad mix ture in ce ment - based ma te ri als, most es pe cially if 
mixed with other ag gre gates dur ing ma trix prepa ra tion, it is able to 
store car bon be cause of its sta bil ity. This is made pos si ble by its affin - 
ity for sur face pores with high frac tion and non - polar com pounds 
thereby ad sorb ing the CO 2 [ 116 ]. In a study by Gupta [ 117 ] in which 
biochar was used as an ad mix ture in the ce men ti tious ma te r ial, the in - 
flu ence on green house emis sions was eval u ated. It was ob served that 
ce ment mor tars con tain ing both un sat u rated and sat u rated biochars 
had lower net global warm ing po ten tial and re duced CO 2 emis sion 
lev els in com par i son with mor tars with out biochar. Sec ondly, the 
process of pro duc tion of biochar leads to a re duc tion of CO 2 from the 
at mos phere be cause the process in volves nat u rally de grad ing or ganic 
mat ter by a car bon - neutral sys tem to pro duce a car bon - negative ma te - 
r ial. Fur ther more, if such cre ated biochar is al lowed to ad sorb CO 2 be - 
fore it is used as a ce ment ad mix ture, it is ca pa ble of ad sorb ing CO 2 of 
7 mmol per gramme of biochar which trans lates to a re duc tion of 
emis sions of 300 kg CO 2 - e per tonne of dry feed stock [ 118 ]. 
Table 2 gives a sum mary of the ob jec tives of some se lected stud ies 
and the ef fect of biochar ad di tion on the prop er ties tested. 
6 . Influence of biochar on properties of cementitious 
applications 
6. 1 . Physical properties 
The ad di tion of biochar to re place Port land ce ment in ce men ti tious 
com pos ites is ex pected to re sult in lower fresh and hard ened den si ties 
as a re sult of the lower spe cific grav ity of biochar. Gupta et al. [ 122 ] 
re ported a 7% re duc tion in the fresh den sity of mor tar in cor po rat ing 
rice waste biochar at 5% re place ment of the Port land ce ment. A sim i - 
lar re duc tion in dry den sity was also re ported when rice husk biochar 
was used as filler in mor tar [ 42 ]. The re duc tion in the dry and fresh 
den si ties of ce men ti tious com pos ites can be as so ci ated with the lower 
spe cific grav ity of the biochar which yields a cor re spond ing re duc tion 
in the den sity. These ob ser va tions cor re spond with that of Gupta et al. 
[ 38 ] where the in cor po ra tion of biochar at the re place ment of up to 
8% ce ment in mor tar re sulted in a de crease in the dry den sity. 
6. 1. 1 . Workability 
The in cor po ra tion of food and wood wastes biochar into mor tar 
mix tures had been found to re duce the work a bil ity. Re sults from the 
com pre hen sive in ves ti ga tion car ried out by Gupta et al. [ 122 ] showed 
that the in cor po ra tion of 3% wood and food wastes biochar re sulted 
in 13% and 10% re duc tion re spec tively, in the flow of mor tar mix - 
tures. The re duc tion in the work a bil ity of mor tar mix tures with the in - 
cor po ra tion of biochar as re place ment of the Port land ce ment can be 
as so ci ated with the higher wa ter ab sorp tion of the biochar which re - 
sulted in lim ited wa ter avail able for work a bil ity. Sim i larly, Ofori - 
Boadu et al. [ 133 ] re ported a re duc tion in flow when swine biochar 
was in cor po rated as a re place ment of Port land ce ment in ce ment 
pastes. The flu id ity of paste con tain ing 2.5%, 5% and 10% swine 
biochar as re place ment of Port land ce ment is 20%, 33% and 36% 
lower than the paste with out biochar. The re duc tion in the flow of the 
paste with the in cor po ra tion of biochar was as so ci ated with the neg a - 
tive charges gen er ated by the biochar's car boxyl func tional groups 
and the higher ab sorp tion of the biochar. The high car bon con tent of 
biochar has also been re ported to re sult in higher de mand for wa ter to 
achieve good work a bil ity [ 134 ]. Other stud ies have also shown that 
the porous na ture of biochar re sults in high wa ter ab sorp tion and con - 
se quen tial low work a bil ity [ 38 , 132 ]. Nonethe less, Sirico et al. [ 132 ] 
were able to use su per plas ti cizer to over come the detri men tal ef fect of 
the in cor po ra tion of biochar on the work a bil ity of ce men ti tious com - 
pos ites. 
6. 1. 2 . Setting times 
The in cor po ra tion of biochar into mor tar mix tures has been found 
to re duce both the ini tial and fi nal set ting times [ 135 ]. The re duc tion 
in the set times with the ad di tion of biochar was at trib uted to the re - 
duc tion in free wa ter and filler ef fect of the biochar par ti cles which 
re sults in an in crease in the co he sive ness of the mix ture. The re duc - 
tion in set ting time can also be at trib uted to the ac cel er ated hy dra tion 
re ac tion due to the in cor po ra tion of the biochar into the mor tar mix - 
tures. The in cor po ra tion of biochar into ce ment - based com pos ites re - 
sults in the biochar par ti cles act ing as nu cle ation sites for ce ment hy - 
dra tion re sult ing in the gen er a tion of ad di tional hy dra tion prod ucts 
(i.e. cal cium sil i cate hy drate and cal cium hy drox ide). Due to the ac - 
cel er ated gen er a tion of these ad di tional prod ucts, there is a cor re - 
spond ing re duc tion in the times it takes the com pos ites to set. These 
find ings are sim i lar to the ef fects of nano and macro fillers on the set - 
ting times of ce men ti tious com pos ites [ 136 – 140 ]. Sim i larly, the re - 
duc tion in the set times with the in cor po ra tion of biochar re sult in an 
in crease of the heat of hy dra tion [ 135 ]. The study by Gupta et al. 
[ 135 ] showed that the in cor po ra tion of un sat u rated biochar and sat u - 
rated biochar into ce ment paste re sulted in ap prox i mately 27 and 7% 
in crease in the peak heat flow re spec tively. The in tro duc tion of the 
biochar into the ce ment paste was also found to re duce the peak of 
the heat flow by 2 h. This re duc tion in the time of the oc cur rence of 
the peak heat flow in di cates the oc cur rence of ac cel er ated ac cel er a - 
tion with the in tro duc tion of biochar and a cor re spond ing re duc tion 
in the set ting time. This ob ser va tion cor re sponds with that of Wang et 
al. [ 172 , 173 ] where the in tro duc tion of biochar into ce men ti tious 
com pos ites was found to in crease the hy dra tion heat. The in crease in 
the hy dra tion heat with the in cor po ra tion of biochar was at trib uted to 
the en hanced ce ment hy dra tion due to the “mois ture and di lu tion ef - 
fect” [ 175 , 176 ]. 
6. 1. 3 . Air content 
Gupta et al. [ 122 ] in ves ti gated the ef fect of biochar made up of 
wood, food and rice wastes on the air con tent of mor tar. The find ings 
from the study showed that the in cor po ra tion of biochar into the mor - 
tar mix tures re sulted in an in crease in the air con tent of the mix tures 
as shown in Fig. 1 . The in crease in the air con tent of the mor tar mix - 
tures with the in tro duc tion of biochar was at trib uted to the porous na - 
ture of biochar in ad di tion to the higher con tent of free wa ter avail - 
able in the ma trix. The pres ence of higher free wa ter in fresh ce men ti - 
tious mix tures has been found to re sult in a cor re spond ing higher air 
con tent [ 141 ]. 
6. 2 . Mechanical properties 
6. 2. 1 . Compressive strength 
The in cor po ra tion of biochar made from wood wastes and food 
wastes into mor tar mix tures was found to in crease the com pres sive 
strength up to 1% re place ment of the Port land ce ment with biochar 
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Table 2 
Se lected stud ies on biochar - cement based ap pli ca tions. 
Ref. Objectives (in relation to 
cementitious 
applications) 
Agro - material Production 
process 
Particle 
sizes 
(μm) 
Properties 
determined 
Characterisation 
analysis 
Observations 
[ 119 ] Enhanced mechanical 
strength and 
electromagnetic 
interference shielding 
effectiveness 
Peanut and 
hazel nut 
shells 
Pyrolysis at 
850 °C for 
1 h 
5 – 6 Fracture toughness, 
Flexural strength 
and shielding 
effectiveness 
Raman analyses 
and FESEM 
Increased toughness and flexural strength, 353% higher 
shielding efficiency 
[ 120 ] Influence of biochar on 
hydration, strength, 
ductility, shrinkage, 
permeability 
Rice husk Pyrolysis at 
500 °C at a 
rate of 1 ° C/s 
2 – 7 Hydration kinetics, 
compressive, 
fracture toughness, 
flexural strength, 
water permeability 
XRD, BET, MIP 17% improvement in compressive strength, reduced 
shrinkage and enhanced durability 
[ 121 ] Influence of three types 
of biochar on concrete 
strength properties 
Papermill 
sludge 
Rice husk 
Poultry litter 
Slow 
pyrolysis at 
450 °C and 
gasification 
at 500 °C for 
20 min 
– Water absorption, 
compressive, split 
and flexural strength 
XRF, TGA 0.1% of pulp sludge and rice husk biochars enhanced 
mechanical strength, Poultry litter improved water 
absorption 
[ 122 ] Effect of food - waste 
biochar on fresh 
concrete properties 
Food wastes 
from rice, 
noodle, pasta, 
meat and 
vegetable 
Pyrolysis at 
500 °C for 
45 – 60 min 
5 – 200 Fresh density, air 
content, flow, 
permeability, 
compressive, split 
tensile and flexural 
strength 
SEM, EDS, BET Inclusion of 1 – 2% wt of biochar increases air content, 
reduced flowability, improves mechanical strength 
[ 123 ] Effect of grain size 
distribution of biochar 
on hydration, 
permeability and 
rheology 
Saw dust Pyrolysis at 
500 °C at 
10 ° C/min 
0.92 – 100 Rheology, 
compressive and 
flexural strength, 
permeability 
SEM, XRD, 
PIDS, BET, MIP 
Milled and normal biochars positively influenced 
workability, rheology, cement hydration 
[ 124 ] Results of properties of 
modified magnesium 
phosphate cement with 
biochar. 
Wheat straw Pyrolysis at 
650 °C using 
18 ° C/min 
2.05 Compressive and 
flexural strength, 
sorptivity and water 
absorption, water 
resistance, porosity 
XRD, SEM, EDS, 
FTIR 
0.5 – 1.5% biochar led to 4.1 – 17.3% higher compressive 
strength. Reduced sorptivity and water absorption from 5.7 
to 4.7% 
[ 125 ] Importance of biochar 
production processes 
and features on the 
enhancement of 
mechanical properties 
Softwood Pyrolysis at 
680 °for 
12 min 
<6 Flexural strength, 
fracture energy 
SEM Production parameters and features influenced the 
formation of strong covalent carbon leading to improved 
flexural strength and fracture energy 
[ 126 ] Biochar effects on 
fracture, flexural 
strength and ductility 
Bamboo Pyrolyzed at 
850 °C at a 
rate of 1 ° C/s 
1 – 2 Compressive and 
flexural strength, 
toughness index 
SEM, EDS, TGA Micro - sized biochars of 0.05 – 0.2% improved flexural, 
compressive strength and toughness 
[ 127 ] Relevance of chitosan to 
development of 
mechanical strength 
Shell fish bio - 
waste 
Pyrolyzed at 
800 °C at a 
rate of 5 ° C/s 
– Toughness, 
compressive and 
flexural strength 
TGA, FTIR, SEM Reduced flexural strength when compared with reference 
cement paste. Negligible compressive strength but higher 
toughness value than the control 
[ 128 ] Influence of inclusion of 
pre - soaked biochar on 
permeability and 
strength 
Mixed 
sawdust 
Pyrolysis 
within 300 – 
500 °C at 
10 ° C/min 
500μ - 5 degree of hydration, 
mass loss profile, 
internal relative 
humidity, 
permeability, 
mechanical strength 
SEM, EDS, BET, 
PIDS 
Low mass loss, higher internal relative humidity than 
control. Hydration degree improved by 10 – 12% resulting 
in improved permeability and compressive strength 
[ 38 ] Influence of biochar on 
permeability, elastic 
modulus, strength and 
drying shrinkage 
Wood waste Pyrolysis at 
300 and 
500 °C at 
10 ° C/min 
10 – 18.90 Compressive and 
flexural strength, 
drying shrinkage, 
modulus of 
elasticity, water 
absorption 
SEM, BET 1 – 2 wt% of biochar pyrolyzed at 300 and 500 °C enhanced 
compressive strength. Negligible effect on modulus of 
elasticity, flexural strength and drying shrinkage. Inclusion 
of 1% w/w of biochar at both temperatures resulted in 
58% and 66% decrease in water penetration depth and 
absorption in comparison with control. 
[ 129 ] Evaluation of the effect 
of two agro - wastes on 
mechanical properties 
Bagasse and 
rice husk 
Pyrolysis at 
700 °C for 
2 h at 
10 ° C/min 
– Compressive and 
tensile strength 
SEM, XRD, BET 5 and 10% contents of pretreated and un - pretreated 
biochars caused 36, 20.4, 54.8, 24.4, 21.1 and 23% better 
compressive strength than control. 78% increase in tensile 
strength more than control 
[ 130 ] Effect of bio - mass 
particles on mechanical 
strength and 
permeability 
Woody 
biomass 
Slow 
pyrolysis at 
500 °C for 
1 h at 
10 ° C/min 
4 – 190 Compressive 
strength, water 
sorptivity and 
penetration, 
influence of elevated 
heating 
SEM, XRD, BET 0.50 and 2 wt% of biochar improved compressive strength 
by 16% and 9% in comparison with control. 2 wt% 
inclusions resulted in a decrease of permeability by 40%. 
Inclusion of 1 – 
2 wt% reduced thermal damage with 20% and 11% higher 
strength more than control 
( continued on next page ) 
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Table 2 ( continued ) 
Ref. Objectives (in relation to 
cementitious 
applications) 
Agro - material Production 
process 
Particle 
sizes 
(μm) 
Properties 
determined 
Characterisation 
analysis 
Observations 
[ 131 ] Evaluate the impact of 
biochar on the CO 2 
adsorption potential of 
cement composites and 
the properties 
Corn Stover Pyrolysis at 
550 °C for 
25 min at 
15 ° C/min 
4.65 – 144 Carbonation, post - 
carbonation, 
compressive 
strength 
SEM, EDS, XRD, 
FTIR 
Better CO 2 capturing after 3 days compressive strength 
based on optimised biochar dosages at 4% and 6%. The 
Increased content of biochar led to enhanced 28 days 
compressive strength of un - carbonated bricks. 
[ 132 ] Assess the mechanical 
performances of 
different kinds of mortar 
produced from varied 
percentages of biochar 
Wood chips Pyrolyzed 
between 200 
and 500 °C 
then gasified 
at 900 °C 
<38 Fresh properties, 
mechanical 
properties 
XRPD, TGA, 
XRF, 
GC - MS 
Increased dosages resulted in slight reduction in 
compressive strength. A Slight increase in flexural strength 
on the inclusion of 1% w/w of cement. 
*Note: XRD - X - ray dif frac tion analy sis, SEM - Scanning elec tron mi cro scope, BET - Brunauer - Emmett - Teller, MIP - Mer cury in tru sion porosime try, XRF - X - ray Flu o - 
res cence, TGA - Ther mo gravi met ric analy sis, EDS - Elec tron dis per sive spec troscopy, PIDS - Po lar ized in ten sity dif fer en tial scat ter ing, FTIR - Fourier trans form in - 
frared spec troscopy, XRPD - X - Ray Pow der Dif frac tion, GC - MS - Gas chro matog ra phy cou pled to mass spec trom e try. 
Fig. 1 . Ef fect of biochar on air con tent of mor tar (adapted from Ref. [ 122 ]). 
[ 122 ]. How ever, when the biochar was in cor po rated at higher 
dosages (i.e. greater than 1%); the com pres sive strength re duced. On 
the other hand, there was no in crease in the com pres sive strength of 
mor tar mix tures when biochar from rice waste was used as Port land 
ce ment re place ment of up to 5%. The in crease in strength with the in - 
cor po ra tion of biochar from wood and mor tar waste was con nected to 
their higher ab sorp tion ca pac ity which re sults in a lower binder ra tio 
and a cor re spond ing den si fied mi crostruc ture. The pore - filling abil ity 
of the biochar par ti cles which also re sults in a cor re spond ing re fine - 
ment of the mi crostruc ture can also be con nected to the higher 
strength ob served. The re port from this study agree with other stud ies 
where the in cor po ra tion of biochar at lower re place ment lev els has 
been found to re sult in im proved com pres sive strength [ 134 , 142 , 143 ]. 
Nonethe less, the com pres sive strength of all mor tar mix tures in cor po - 
rat ing biochar in creased with age in di cat ing the ad di tion of the 
biochar does not have any detri men tal ef fect on the pro gres sion of the 
hy dra tion re ac tion. Akhtar and Sarmah [ 107 ] in ves ti gated the ef fect 
of three types of biochar (i.e. poul try lit ter, pulp and pa per sludge and 
rice husk) on the com pres sive strength of con crete. The re sults from 
the study show that the in cor po ra tion of the dif fer ent types of biochar 
as re place ment of Port land ce ment in con crete re sulted in a de crease 
in the com pres sive strength as shown in Fig. 2 . The re duc tion in 
strength with the in cor po ra tion of biochar was at trib uted to the di lu - 
tion ef fect of the biochar on the Port land ce ment which re sults in lim - 
ited pro duc tion of cal cium sil i cate hy drate. How ever, as biochar pos - 
sesses poz zolanic ca pa bil i ties, more en hance ments in com pres sive 
strength are ex pected in the long term. Nonethe less, it can be seen 
from Fig. 2 that the com pres sive strength of all mix tures are still 
above 20 MPa re gard less of the type or con tent of biochar. These find - 
ings in di cate struc tural grade con crete in cor po rat ing biochar are still 
suit able for struc tural ap pli ca tions. Zei d abadi et al. [ 129 ] used treated 
Fig. 2 . Ef fect of var i ous biochar on the com pres sive strength of con crete 
(adapted from Ref. [ 107 ]). 
and un treated biochar from rice husk and bagasse as re place ment of 
up to 10% ce ment in con crete mix tures. The re sults from the study in - 
di cate the use of biochar at 5% re place ment of the Port land ce ment is 
the op ti mum re gard less of the source of the biochar or treat ment. 
Also, the chem i cal treat ment of the biochar only en hanced the com - 
pres sive strength at the op ti mum con tent (i.e. 5%) while no sig nif i - 
cant ef fect was ob served at a higher con tent. The re duc tion in the 
com pres sive strength at higher dosages was at trib uted to the higher 
re duc tion of the ce ment con tent which re sults in a sig nif i cant de crease 
in the prod uct for ma tion. A sim i lar ob ser va tion has also been re ported 
where the in cor po ra tion of cer tain dosage of ma te ri als such as bagasse 
ash, lo cust bean pod ash, wood bot tom ash and rice husk ash have en - 
hanced the com pres sive strength of ce men ti tious com pos ites whereas, 
a re duc tion in strength is ex hib ited at lower con tent [ 144 – 148 ]. Dixit 
et al. [ 149 ] in cor po rated var i ous sizes of biochar as a re place ment of 
ce ment in ul tra - high per for mance con crete (UHPC). The re sults for 
the study also showed a slight re duc tion in the com pres sive strength 
of the con crete with the in cor po ra tion of biochar. How ever, the re - 
duc tion in the com pre hen sive strength be comes more sig nif i cant with 
an in crease in the size of the biochar par ti cles. The bet ter per for - 
mance of UHPC in cor po rat ing smaller par ti cles of biochar can be at - 
trib uted to its higher re ac tiv ity and pore - filling abil ity com pared to 
that with higher par ti cle size. These find ings are in agree ment with 
that of Restuc cia and Ferro [ 150 ]. Fig. 3 pre sents the ef fect of biochar 
size on the com pres sive strength of UHPC when it was used as an 8% 
re place ment of ce ment. It can be seen from Fig. 3 that more re duc tion 
in the com pres sive strength is ev i dent with the in creas ing size of the 
biochar par ti cles. Wang et al. [ 7 ] in ves ti gated the ef fect of biochar py - 
rol y sis tem per a ture on the com pres sive strength of car bon cured con - 
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Fig. 3 . Ef fect of biochar size on the com pres sive strength (adapted from Ref. 
[ 149 ]). 
crete blocks. The out come of the study showed that there is no sig nif i - 
cant dif fer ence in the com pres sive strength of blocks in cor po rat ing 
biochar that has un der gone py rol y sis at 500 °C and 700 °C at all 
dosages of the biochar. Nonethe less, the com pres sive strength of the 
car bon cured blocks in creased ap prox i mately by 10% when 1% of 
biochar was in cor po rated as par tial re place ment of the Port land ce - 
ment. The en hance ment of the com pres sive strength with the ad di tion 
of 1% biochar by weight of the ce ment was at trib uted to the biochar 
act ing as an ac cel er a tor for the hy dra tion re ac tion in the pres ence of 
the car bon diox ide cur ing [ 151 , 152 ]. The de crease in the com pres sive 
strength at higher dosage was at trib uted to the brit tle ness of the 
biochar which makes it easy for cracks to form within the com pos ites 
[ 153 ]. Gupta and Kua [ 128 ] rec om mended pre - soaking the biochar 
and moist cur ing of the cor re spond ing com pos ites in or der to achieve 
an en hanced com pres sive strength. 
The im prove ment in the com pres sive strength when biochar are 
pre - soaked can be at trib uted to the biochar act ing as an in ter nal cur - 
ing agent in the com pos ite thereby sup ply ing ad di tional wa ter for the 
hy dra tion process. As men tioned ear lier, the abil ity of the biochar to 
act as an in ter nal cur ing agent can be as cribed to its porous na ture 
which em bod ied it with space to store wa ter. The scan ning elec tron 
mi cro scope (SEM) im age of biochar ob tained from the py rol y sis of 
wood saw dust is pre sented in Fig. 4 . It can be ob served from the SEM 
Fig. 4 . SEM of biochar ob tained from wood saw dust (reused with per mis sion 
from Ref. [ 117 ]). 
im age that biochar pos sesses a porous struc ture that can be formed as 
a re sult of the py rol y sis process and/ or based on the source ma te r ial 
from which the biochar is pro duced. Hence, the porous na ture of 
biochar is re spon si ble for their high ab sorp tion and abil ity to act as an 
in ter nal cur ing agent when used in ce men ti tious com pos ites. The pres - 
ence of these pores in biochar also serves as space for the for ma tion of 
hy dra tion prod ucts as seen in Fig. 5 . How ever, it was re ported by 
Gupta et al. [ 117 ] that poor in ter fa cial tran si tion zone be tween the 
biochar and the ce men ti tious ma trix is detri men tal to both the me - 
chan i cal and dura bil ity per for mance. Hence, the hy dra tion prod ucts 
formed (i.e. cal cium sil i cate hy drate and cal cium hy drox ide) within 
the pores of biochar might not con tribute to the im prove ment of the 
per for mance of the com pos ite. 
6. 2. 2 . Tensile strength 
Sim i lar to the com pres sive strength, the in cor po ra tion of biochar 
from wood wastes has been found to en hance the split ten sile strength 
of con crete up to a dosage of 0.5% [ 42 , 122 , 130 ]. The ef fect of 
biochar con tent on the split ten sile strength is pre sented in Fig. 6 . It 
can be seen from Fig. 6 that the split ten sile strength of the con crete 
Fig. 5 . Hy dra tion prod uct for ma tion in biochar pores (a) ex ter nal view (b) in - 
ter nal; view (reused with per mis sion from Refs. [ 117 ]). 
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Fig. 6 . Ef fect of biochar con tent on split ten sile strength of con crete (adapted 
from Ref. [ 130 ]). 
re duced at biochar con tent higher than 0.5% as re place ment of the 
Port land ce ment. Nev er the less, biochar from sources such as wood 
can be used up to 2% as there is only a slight re duc tion in the split 
ten sile strength com pared to the con trol with out biochar. A sim i lar 
ob ser va tion was re ported by Akhtar and Sarmah [ 107 ] where the in - 
cor po ra tion of biochar from three dif fer ent sources was found to re - 
sult in a slight de crease in the split ten sile strength when the biochar 
was used up to 1% as re place ment of the Port land ce ment. The re duc - 
tion in the flex ural strength with the in cor po ra tion of biochar was 
also at trib uted to the re duc tion in the amount of cal cium sil i cate hy - 
drate formed due to the re duc tion in the ce ment con tent. In con trast, 
Zei d abadi et al. [ 129 ] re ported an in crease in the ten sile strength of 
con crete mix tures in cor po ra tion rice husk biochar up to 10% re place - 
ment of the ce ment. The en hance ment of the ten sile strength with the 
ad di tion of the biochar can be as so ci ated with the pos si ble re fine ment 
of the in ter fa cial tran si tion zone. This re sult some what agrees with 
sim i lar stud ies where rice husk ash was in cor po rated into ce men ti - 
tious com pos ites [ 154 – 157 ]. 
6. 2. 3 . Flexural strength 
In con trast to the com pres sive strength re ported by Gupta et al. 
[ 122 ], the in cor po ra tion of 5% biochar based on food and rice wastes 
re sulted in 14 and 18% re duc tion in the flex ural strength re spec tively. 
The re duc tion in the com pres sive strength can be at trib uted to the di - 
lu tion ef fect on the ce ment and also the ac cu mu la tion of the biochar 
par ti cles. These find ings are sim i lar to that of Khush nood et al. [ 119 ], 
Ah mad et al. [ 126 ] and Fal liano et al. [ 158 ] where the in cor po ra tion 
of a higher con tent of biochar was re ported to have a con se quen tial 
ef fect on the flex ural strength. How ever, in con trast to the con ven - 
tional sup ple men tary ce men ti tious ma te ri als such as sil ica fume, no 
sig nif i cant ef fect was found when rice husk biochar was in cor po rated 
into mor tar mix tures due to its lower poz zolanic re ac tiv ity [ 42 ]. 
Rather the rice husk biochar acts as pore filler which re sults in the re - 
fine ment of the mi crostruc ture. The study by Muthukr ish nan et al. 
[ 43 ] also showed that the use of rice husk biochar can be used to 
slightly in crease the flex ural strength of mor tar mix tures in cor po rat - 
ing 20% rick husk ash as re place ment of the Port land ce ment. This 
ob ser va tion con tra dicts that of Akhtar and Sarmah [ 107 ] where the 
in cor po ra tion of biochar ob tained from rice husk, pa per and pulp 
sludge, and poul try lit ter re sulted in a de crease in the com pres sive 
strength. The en hance ment of the flex ural strength with the in cor po - 
ra tion of biochar ob served by Muthukr ish nan et al. [ 120 ] was at trib - 
uted to the pore fill ing ef fect of the biochar which cre ates a link be - 
tween the com po nents in the con crete and in creases the flex i bil ity of 
the com pos ite. The re duc tion of the pores in con crete has been found 
to re sult in a cor re spond ing im prove ment in the flex ural strength 
[ 159 – 161 ]. This ob ser va tion cor re sponds to that of Cosentino et al. 
[ 162 ] when biochar was used as a nano ma te r ial as shown in Fig. 7 . 
Gupta and Kua [ 123 ] rec om mended moist cur ing for ce men ti tious 
com pos ites in cor po rat ing biochar as a slight de crease in the flex ural 
strength was ob served when mor tar in cor po rat ing biochar was cured 
in the air. A sim i lar study by the au thors [ 128 ] also re ported that 
moist cur ing the com pos ites in cor po rat ing biochar is more ef fec tive 
than air cur ing. The ef fect of the type of cur ing on the flex ural 
strength of mor tar is pre sented in Fig. 8 . 
6. 3 . Durability properties 
6. 3. 1 . Water absorption 
Gupta et al. [ 122 ] in ves ti gated the ef fect of biochar ob tained from 
wood, food and rice wastes on the per for mance of mor tars. The re - 
sults from the study showed that the in cor po ra tion of the biochar up 
to a dosage of 2% re sulted in a de crease in the wa ter ab sorp tion in 
terms of the depth of wa ter pen e tra tion of the mor tar mix tures. The 
wa ter pen e tra tion depth of mor tar mix tures in cor po rat ing wood 
wastes at 1% and 2% re place ment of the Port land ce ment is 64% and 
57% lower than that of the con trol mix ture with only Port land ce ment 
as the binder. The re duc tion in the ab sorp tion with the in cor po ra tion 
of biochar can be at trib uted to the re duc tion in the poros ity of the 
mix tures which im pedes the ease with which wa ter pen e trates the 
mor tar. A cor re la tion be tween the poros ity and wa ter ab sorp tion of 
the mor tar mix tures were made and pre sented in Fig. 9 . It can be seen 
from Fig. 9 that there is a good lin ear re la tion ship be tween the wa ter 
ab sorp tion and poros ity of the mor tar mix tures in cor po rat ing biochar. 
Fig. 7 . Ef fect of biochar con tent on flex ural strength of mor tar (adapted from 
Ref. [ 162 ]). 
Fig. 8 . Ef fect of cur ing and biochar state on flex ural strength of mor tar 
(adapted from Ref. [ 128 ]). 
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Fig. 9 . Cor re la tion be tween wa ter ab sorp tion and poros ity of mor tar in cor po - 
rat ing biochar (adapted from Ref. [ 122 ]). 
The find ings from the study also in di cate that the use of biochar from 
wood wastes and food wastes are more ef fec tive in re duc ing the depth 
of wa ter pen e tra tion com pared with that ob tained from rice wastes. A 
sim i lar ob ser va tion was re ported by Yazi cioglu [ 163 ] and Sarmah 
[ 107 ] where sil ica fume and biochar from dif fer ent sources re spec - 
tively, were used as a re place ment of ce ment in con crete. 
6. 3. 2 . Shrinkage properties 
There is lim ited study on the shrink age prop er ties of ce men ti tious 
com pos ites in cor po rat ing biochar. Nonethe less, the in cor po ra tion of 
biochar ob tained from the py rol y sis of saw dust into the mor tar as re - 
place ment of the ce ment was found out to in crease the dry ing shrink - 
age at an early age [ 38 ]. How ever, at later ages, the in cor po ra tion of 
1% biochar was found to re duce the dry ing shrink age of mor tar while 
the dry ing shrink age of mor tar con tain ing 2% is higher than the con - 
trol. These find ings cor re spond to other stud ies where the use of wood 
ash has been re ported to in crease the early age dry ing shrink age and 
re duce the later age shrink age [ 164 ]. The ef fect of biochar on dry ing 
shrink age at dif fer ent ages is pre sented in Fig. 10 . Biochar can be used 
as an in ter nal cur ing agent to re duce the shrink age of ce men ti tious 
com pos ites due to its sta ble porous struc ture [ 125 , 128 , 165 , 166 ]. Mo 
et al. [ 167 ] used biochar as in ter nal cur ing along side mag ne sium ox - 
ide to re duce au to ge nous shrink age in ce ment pastes. Re sults from the 
study showed that the in cor po ra tion of biochar as 2% re place ment of 
ce ment re sulted in an ap prox i mately 16% re duc tion in the au to ge nous 
shrink age. The sig nif i cant re duc tion ob served was at trib uted to the 
Fig. 10 . Cor re la tion be tween wa ter ab sorp tion and poros ity of mor tar in cor - 
po rat ing biochar (adapted from Ref. [ 38 ]). 
biochar act ing as an in ter nal cur ing agent as the hy dra tion re ac tion 
pro gresses. 
6. 3. 3 . Resistance to elevated temperature 
Con crete mix tures in cor po rat ing wood waste biochar up to 2% re - 
place ment of the Port land ce ment in the con crete mix ture was found 
to im prove the re sis tance of the con crete to el e vated tem per a ture 
[ 130 ]. Con crete mix tures in cor po rat ing biochar ex hib ited a mass loss 
of ap prox i mately 4% at a tem per a ture of 550 °C, while the con crete 
mix ture with only PC as binder lost ap prox i mately 6% mass at the 
same tem per a ture. A sim i lar ob ser va tion was also re ported in the 
change in com pres sive strength and flex ural strength of the con crete 
mix tures in cor po rat ing biochar. The flex ural strength of the con crete 
in cor po rat ing var i ous per cent ages of biochar at nor mal and el e vated 
tem per a ture is pre sented in Fig. 11 . The en hance ment of the el e vated 
tem per a ture re sis tance with the in cor po ra tion of the biochar was at - 
trib uted to the higher pores in con crete in cor po rat ing biochar which 
pre vented the ac cu mu la tion of pres sure within the com pos ites. Con - 
crete mix ture in cor po rat ing biochar was also re ported to have no se - 
vere crack ing com pared to those made with only Port land ce ment as a 
binder. 
7 . Future outlook for biochar in cement - based construction 
The use of biochar in ce ment - based con struc tion is emerg ing and 
the prospects are promis ing. Based on the cur rent trend and re search 
on the use of biochar in ce men ti tious com pos ites, fu ture de vel op - 
ments and ap pli ca tions are an tic i pated: 
a) Regulated pyrolysis conditions : The influence of biochar on the 
properties of cementitious composites is strongly dependent on 
the thermo - chemical conversion utilised in terms of the 
temperature, time, the pressure used in producing the biochar. 
Currently, the production of biochar varies greatly which can also 
be associated with the varying effects reported by various studies. 
However, with more emerging researches on the development of 
biochar applications in cementitious composites, regulated 
pyrolysis will be developed in the nearest future. 
b) Development of biochar aggregates: The porous and 
lightweight nature of biochar show that it can be used as 
lightweight aggregate in cementitious composites. A similar 
development has been carried out for fly ash where the particles 
are agglomerated and developed into lightweight aggregate. The 
lightweight aggregates developed from biochar can be used in 
cementitious composites to reduce its relieve its dead load. 
Fig. 11 . Ef fect of biochar con tent on con crete re sis tance to el e vated tem per a - 
ture (adapted from Ref. [ 42 ]). 
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c) Development of nano biochar: Similar to the evolution of 
supplementary cementitious materials such as rice husk ash, silica 
fume, limestone; more understanding of biochar will result in the 
more development of nano biochars. The development of more 
nano biochar will open a pathway for the modification and 
refinement of the microstructure of cementitious composites at a 
nano - level. The availability of nano biochar will also create an 
avenue to enhance the performance of cement - based materials by 
replacing Portland cement with a very small volume of biochar. 
This will also result in Portland cement savings and a 
corresponding decrease in the embodied carbon of cementitious 
composites as a lower quantity of cement will be needed to 
achieve a specific performance when nano biochars are 
incorporated. 
d) Understanding of the durability performance : Currently, most 
of the evaluations on the performance of cementitious composites 
incorporating biochar are mostly focused on mechanical 
performance whereas there is limited study on the corresponding 
durability performance. With the interest and application of 
cementitious composites incorporating biochar growing, more 
evaluation of the durability performance of such composite is 
anticipated. More research exploring the durability performance 
of cement - based materials incorporating biochar will provide 
more understanding of the performance of the composites and 
will encourage more applications of biochar in cementitious 
composites. 
e) Use of biochar for accelerated carbonation : Currents studies on 
the use of biochar have shown that it can be incorporated as a 
green material that can be incorporated as an admixture in 
cementitious composites. However, biochar being a carbonaceous 
material can also be incorporated into cementitious composites 
for carbon dioxide sequestration due to its porous morphology. 
Hence, it is anticipated that the ongoing rapid evolution in the 
use of biochar in cementitious composites will result in the 
application of biochar to improve the carbon dioxide 
sequestration of construction materials. 
8 . Conclusion 
There is great po ten tial in the uti liza tion of biochar from agri cul - 
tural wastes be cause it has no neg a tive im pact on the en vi ron ment as 
com pared with agro - waste ashes. The adop tion of biochar in ce men ti - 
tious ma te ri als would cre ate op por tu ni ties for car bon se ques tra tion 
from agri cul tural bio mass wastes in stead of the methane and CO 2 
gases that would be re leased dur ing the dis posal. By so do ing, there 
will be a re duc tion in the im pact of ce ment - based ma te r ial pro duc tion 
on changes in the cli mate since it could dras ti cally re duce green house 
gases. It is promis ing to note that if less than one per cent of biochar 
by weight of con crete is in cluded in con crete ma te ri als, it is re al is tic 
and pos si ble to se quester around 0.5 Gt (gi ga tonnes) of CO 2 yearly by 
the mod i fied con crete. This is as sumed and es ti mated to be equiv a lent 
to roughly 20% of the yearly to tal emis sions of CO 2 pro duced by the 
ce ment - based in dus tries. It is there fore im per a tive that such ma te r ial 
is utilised in or der to re duce the dan ger ous level of CO 2 in the en vi - 
ron ment in which the con struc tion and build ing in dus try is a big con - 
trib u tor. 
Dis cus sions pre sented in this pa per showed that biochar can be in - 
cor po rated into ce men ti tious com pos ites as a sus tain able ad mix ture to 
some prop er ties. How ever, de pend ing on the source, pro duc tion 
method and dosage of biochar used; there is a huge vari a tion on the 
in flu ence of the biochar on the per for mance of the com pos ites. Hence, 
it is crit i cal to take into con sid er a tion these fac tors be fore biochar is 
used in ce men ti tious com pos ites. There is an im mi nent need for a 
com pre hen sive study to also be car ried out to val i date the in di vid ual 
and com bined ef fect of the vari a tion of these fac tors on the re sult ing 
per for mance of ce men ti tious com pos ites. 
It is also rec om mended that more stud ies should be car ried out to 
fully un der stand the phys i cal and chem i cal in ter ac tion be tween 
biochar ob tained from var i ous sources and the com po nents in ce men - 
ti tious com pos ites. Lim ited stud ies have also been car ried in ar eas 
such as the use of biochar as car bon diox ide se ques tra tion ma te r ial in 
ce men ti tious com pos ites. Hence, there is a need for more re search, de - 
vel op ment and ap pli ca tion of biochar to im prove the sus tain abil ity of 
ce men ti tious com pos ites. Eval u a tion of the long - term per for mance of 
ce men ti tious com pos ites in cor po rat ing biochar and sub jected to var i - 
ous en vi ron ments is also im por tant in or der to en cour age and pro pel 
more ap pli ca tions of such com pos ites. 
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